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Homeless advocates, who for years served meals
under the Marion Street Bridge, aren’t optimistic
about ever getting to return.

City of Salem workers installed several concrete
barricades under the bridge Wednesday, with plans
to add trespassing signs and a lockable post to pre-
vent drivers bringing food from getting to the site.

Dan Sheets, who has helped with the meals for 15
years, criticized the move, saying city officials’ main
purpose is to stop all activity under the bridge.

“They got their goal,” Sheets said. For now, volun-
teers like him are serving meals in the nearby ARCH-
ES Project parking lot.

The moves are aimed at stopping volunteers from
serving meals under the bridge and preventing the

homeless from establishing another encampment.
Rule-breakers could face trespassing charges, ac-
cording to Salem police.

This comes a day after police and social service
providers cleared a homeless camp of an estimated
15 to 30 people from beneath the bridge. The sweep
saw city workers haul away an approximately 16 

Concrete barricades aim to keep out homeless

City workers place concrete barriers under the Marion Street Bridge in Salem on Wednesday. The barriers will stop the
homeless from establishing another encampment. PHOTOS BY MICHAELA ROMÁN/STATESMAN JOURNAL

Marion St. Bridge
meals relocated

Jonathan Bach Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

City workers place barriers under the Marion Street Bridge. This comes a day after police and social
service providers cleared a homeless camp of an estimated 15 to 30 people from beneath the bridge.

“We have a responsibility
to maintain the public’s
park system.” 
Steve Powers
City manager

See BRIDGE, Page 3A

Record field of Democrats running
for president with no clear leader. 1B

Crater Lake by snowmobile

Shutdown makes reaching national
park’s rim a major challenge. 2A

Weather

High 52° ❚ Low 44°
Rain. Forecast, 4C

Salem police are investigating the at-
tack of a Sikh store manager as a possible
hate crime after a customer allegedly
pulled off the man’s turban, threw a shoe
at him and pushed him to the ground. 

According to police, an investigation
revealed that Andrew Ramsey, 24, of Sa-
lem, was causing a disturbance Monday
night at the 12th Street Market, on 1695
12th St. SE, when he was asked by the
manager to leave. 

After briefly leaving the area, Ramsey

returned to the store and attacked the
manager, Harwinder Dodd, throwing his
shoe at him, pushing him down and at-
tempting to steal his turban, a religious
head-covering also known as a dastar.

Store customers pulled Ramsey off the
manager and held him until police ar-
rived.

Salem police spokesman Lt. Treven

Upkes said Dodd sustained minor inju-
ries.

According to a probable cause state-
ment, Ramsey told police he thought re-
moving the man’s turban would disre-
spect him because he was “Hindu and
prays to Vishnu the catfish god.”

He also said he threw his shoe because
he knew the action was disrespectful in
Middle Eastern countries. 

According to reports, the victim was
Sikh, not Hindu. 

An estimated 500,000 Sikhs live in the
United States. According to the civil
rights organization Sikh Coalition, Sikh
Americans regularly face discrimination,

harassment and violence. Following Sept.
11, 2001, the community saw an uptick in
hate crimes and a renewed increase in re-
cent years.

“Mistaken identity” is often highlight-
ed as a factor behind many attacks, with
assailants mistaking their victim’s turban
as an indicator of other religious affili-
ations, but the Sikh Coalition argues this
implies there is a “correct” religious group
that should be targeted by bigotry. 

“No community should be targeted,”
Coalition officials said. 

Following the alleged attack, Ramsey 

Store attack probed as possible hate crime
Whitney Woodworth
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK Customers held the

man until police 
arrived.

See STORE, Page 2A

From aviation contracts to deals
with vendors and even seasonal hir-
ing, the partial federal government
shutdown is cutting into planning and
preparation for the 2019 wildfire sea-
son in the Northwest.

According to Washington Public
Lands Commissioner Hilary Franz,
one training for firefighting managers
has already been canceled, because
the federal government has been par-
tially shuttered.

“We rely significantly on state
funding for resources,” Franz said.
“But we also rely on federal funding.
Not only on funding to support our
own firefighting efforts but also, we
fight our fires in lockstep partnership
with federal agencies.” That’s because
almost one-third of the land in Wash-
ington is owned and managed by the
federal government. In Oregon, it’s
more than half.

Citing preparations for the upcom-
ing wildfire season, three U.S. sena-
tors from the Northwest are among
nearly a dozen who sent a letter to
President Donald Trump urging him to
“cease the ongoing government shut-
down.”

According to the letter, “… federal
firefighting agencies like the U.S. For-
est Service and the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management use the winter
months to train existing firefighters,
hire seasonal firefighters for the up-
coming season, and issue contracts
for equipment critical to responding to
fires.” A spokesperson at the National
Interagency Coordination Center in
Boise is currently on furlough and was
not available to comment.

Franz said the state doesn’t have a
“Plan B” for managing and fighting 
wildland fires if the government re-
mains shuttered through the fire sea-
son. “We’ll be watching it, and we will
probably be looking to identify ways
our state can step in,” she said. “We
will also be relying on our existing sys-
tems that are in place, the challenge is
that most of our systems were not
built for government to shut down.”

Training affected

A national wildland fire training
course scheduled next week in Red-
mond has been canceled. The training
on suppression skills was meant for
Incident Management Team com-
manders and general staff. It was to be
offered by the Pacific Northwest
Training Center, a federally funded
entity. It would have drawn students
mostly from Oregon and Washington,
but also from across the U.S.

Today, Franz plans to unveil Wash-
ington’s new 10-year strategic plan for
dealing with wildfire. The plan out-
lines a new partnership between state
and federal agencies.

“So, it is a joint agency strategic
plan that we are launching,” she said.
“We will be discussing as part of that
conversation the context of how criti-
cal our federal agencies are in partner-
ships, and how we are going to be
looking to take steps for the impacts of
this government shutdown as we go
into fire season.”

Shutdown
cancels
wildfire
training
Preparations doused
in Oregon, Washington

Emily Schwing
Northwest News Network
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#12000286451, NC-1622-CSA, OH-53891446, OK-1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999,
RI-3582, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VT-ES-2382, VA-115120, WA-602588694/PROTEYH934RS, WI: Milwaukee PAS-0002886, 
WV-042433. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2018 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DE
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dump trucks’ worth of garbage.
Along with the barriers being set up,

City Manager Steve Powers said at a Sa-
lem City Council meeting earlier this
week that the city’s goal is to figure out if
there are “better ways of managing the
meal distributions with the site under
the bridge no longer being available.”

In a statement Wednesday, Powers
said last year’s pilot project — which
brought fences to contain the site and
tables to help with the meals — “is over.”

“No further decisions have been
made at this time,” he said. “As I men-
tioned at the City Council meeting, we
are still evaluating the use of the park
and will consider input from the Salem
Parks and Recreation Board as well as
those providing meals under the bridge.”

“The goal is to best meet the needs of
all Salem residents within available re-
sources,” Powers said.

Salem Mayor Chuck Bennett said in
an interview the question of what hap-
pens with the meals for the homeless
“remains unresolved.”

Bennett said he hopes for a solution
that provides people who want to serve
meals to the homeless a safe, appropri-
ate place to do so.

He said he didn’t think the question
would be resolved until a place is found
that meets the needs of the volunteers
and the homeless they serve. “My un-
derstanding is that’s the next step,” he
said.

Bennett stressed recent actions relat-
ed to the bridge were “administrative,”
meaning they were taken by city staff
and not the Salem City Council.

Sheets said his problem is that he and
others have facilitated the meals for
years with few incidents until city offi-
cials put in tables and fencing last year.

However, city officials said there were
problems before that infrastructure
went in. Marion Square Park was being
effected by problems such as broken
sprinkler heads and having to pick up
trash, Powers told reporters last week.

“We have a responsibility to maintain
the public’s park system,” Powers said.
“We have a limited, set budget to do that.
That budget has to be equitably spent
across our park system, and Marion
Square Park was taking more and more
of that resource.”

Before the city’s involvement in the
meals under the bridge, “there had been
recurring issues, and staff time spent on
hauling out trash from that same loca-
tion,” said Kristin Retherford, Salem’s

urban development director.
Tuesday’s sweep also raised ques-

tions about where the homeless who
lived under the bridge will go.

Jimmy Jones, executive director of
the Mid-Willamette Valley Community
Action Agency, which operates ARCH-
ES, said downtown is home to the high-
est-needs homeless population. They’re
likely to suffer from mental health prob-
lems and use substances.

“They will redistribute to other areas
in the downtown,” Jones said. “It won’t
be an immediate camp like this. But they
will migrate into internal spaces, and
then, next winter, this will repeat, and
we’ll have the same thing again until we
can get enough of them housed to begin
to draw it down.”

On Wednesday, about 10 concrete
barriers were being placed under the
bridge, with one going alongside the
Center Street bridge to limit access.

Six trespassing signs will take four to
five working days to install, said Bruce
Hildebrandt, public workers services su-
pervisor for street and sidewalk mainte-
nance.

Meanwhile, a lockable post will be
placed near Commercial Street NE on
the south side of the Marion Street
bridge to prevent people from bringing
cars into the area, though emergency re-
sponders will be able to unlock and re-
move the post.

At one point, a passerby shouted,
“Thank you!”

“You’re welcome,” Hildebrandt re-
sponded.

Email jbach@statesmanjournal.
com, call (503) 399-6714 or follow on
Twitter @jonathanmbach.

Bridge
Continued from Page 1A

City workers place concrete barriers
under the Marion Street Bridge in
Salem on Wednesday.
MICHAELA ROMÁN/STATESMAN JOURNAL

“They will redistribute to other areas
in the downtown.” 

Jimmy Jones
Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action Agency

AGUA CALIENTE, Guatemala – More
than 1,000 Hondurans were walking and
hitchhiking through Guatemala on
Wednesday, heading toward the Mexico
border as part of a new caravan of mi-
grants hoping to reach the United
States.

Guatemala’s migration authority said
just over 1,300 people were able to regis-
ter at the border and pass through fron-
tier controls under the watchful eyes of
about 200 police and soldiers at the
Agua Caliente crossing. Some migrants
told The Associated Press that they
crossed informally elsewhere.

Miria Zelaya, who left the Honduran
city of Colon and was traveling with 12
relatives, said she did not know what
sort of work she hopes to find in the
United States but was not dismayed by
tougher immigration policies under
President Donald Trump.

“That does not discourage me,” Ze-
laya said. “The need is greater.”

Migrants leaving Central America’s
Northern Triangle nations of Honduras,
El Salvador and Guatemala routinely
cite widespread poverty, lack of oppor-
tunity and rampant gang violence as
their motivation.

Many in the group registered for 90-
day visas in Guatemala, saying they felt
it would offer peace of mind on the 300-
mile trek to Mexico’s southern border.

Hector Alvarado, a 25-year-old an-
nouncer, said he had been shut out of job
opportunities for belonging to the politi-
cal opposition and felt forced to leave to
find work. He learned about the caravan
on Facebook, said goodbye to relatives
and hit the road.

“My loved ones have already cried
over of my leaving,” Alvarado said. “Now
I have to press on.”

The latest trek north comes as U.S.
President Donald Trump has been work-
ing to convince the American public that
there is a crisis at the southern border to
justify construction of his long-prom-
ised border wall. Trump’s demand for
billions of dollars to that end has result-
ed in a standoff with Congress that has
forced a partial government shutdown.

The fate that awaits the migrants at
the Mexico-U.S. border is uncertain.
Previous caravans that were seized
upon last year by Trump in the run-up to
the 2018 midterm election have quietly
dwindled, with many having gone home
to Central America or put down roots in

Mexico. Many others – nearly half, ac-
cording to U.S. Border Patrol arrest rec-
ords – have sought to enter the U.S. ille-
gally.

About 6,000 Central Americans
reached Tijuana in November amid con-
flict on both sides of the border over
their presence in the Mexican city
across from San Diego. As of earlier this
week, fewer than 700 remained at a for-
mer outdoor concert venue in Tijuana
that the Mexican government set up as a
shelter to house them.

Mexico has issued humanitarian vi-
sas to about 2,900 migrants from last
fall’s caravan, many of whom are now
working legally there with visas.

Also Wednesday, about 100 migrants
set out as a group from the capital of El

Salvador, hoping to join the larger group
from Honduras. Their numbers repre-
sent less than a third of the estimated
350 migrants who leave El Salvador
each day.

“I can’t stay. I’m leaving because the
gangs have threatened me – either I join
them, or they’ll kill me,” said Adonay
Hernandez, 22, who was carrying just
$20 in his pocket but was confident he
will make it to relatives in North Caroli-
na. “God is my shield.”

Others hoped to find a better life in
Mexico, where they have options for ap-
plying for refuge and work permits.

“I know that in Mexico they are help-
ing us,” said Franklin Martinez, a 34-
year-old traveling with his partner and
their 2½-year-old daughter. “We are go-
ing to ask for refuge, and we are going to
stay and work. After we have saved
enough, perhaps we will go to the United
States, but our goal is to make it to Mex-
ico.”

Liduvina Margarin, vice minister for
Salvadorans abroad, met with the mi-
grants before they left a downtown pla-
za to warn them about the dangers of the
northward route. She told them that
more than half the Salvadorans who left
in caravans have returned to the coun-
try.

“Our duty is to say to you that you are
never going to be better off than in your
homeland, in your communities of ori-
gin,” Margarin said.

Mexican President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador said Wednesday that
Mexico has been monitoring the latest
caravan closely.

He said the best option is for Central
American governments to persuade
their citizens to stay.

Those who don’t will be allowed to
enter Mexico in an orderly fashion and
presented with options, and their hu-
man rights will be respected, Lopez
Obrador added.

Migrants moving toward Mexico
Caravan in Guatemala
more than 1,300 strong

Honduran migrants walk along the roadside through Esquipulas, Guatemala, as
they make their way toward the U.S. border on Wednesday. MOISES CASTILLO/AP
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deputies were called to a sparsely pop-
ulated neighborhood at about 11 a.m.
Wednesday.

Deschutes County Sheriff Shane Nel-
son says a woman was found lying in the
street still alive but life-saving efforts

BEND – Authorities say a woman is
dead and a man is in custody following a
report of shots fired north of Bend.

KTVZ-TV reports Deschutes County

were unsuccessful.
Nelson says the person of interest

wasn’t immediately taken into custody
but wouldn’t say whether there was a
standoff.

No further information was immedi-

ately available.
A Tri-County Major Incident Team is

investigating.

Woman killed near Bend; person of interest is held
ASSOCIATED PRESS


