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On paper, the homeless community isn’t
much different than any other.

It’s a blend of individuals and families, in-
cluding some with children. More than might be
expected are suffering from mental illness or
substance abuse disorders, some both.

Their crises are exacerbated by living in shel-
ters and on the streets.

The annual homeless count in Marion and
Polk counties provides a snapshot of who,
where and why.

Advocates working on the front lines consid-
er the data gathered from 1,218 homeless people
during the 2018 “Point in Time” count reflective
of the big picture and a successful first step to-
ward reducing local homelessness.

“No magic bullet connects the PIT count with
improved funding,” said Jimmy Jones, program
director of the nonprofit Mid-Willamette Valley
Community Action Agency. “However, over the
course of time, it will make it a lot easier for us to
seek additional funding, and it will make it easi-
er for us to plan smartly and wisely.”

His agency was front and center coordinat-
ing and executing the Jan. 31 PIT count, the re-
sults of which have been submitted to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

HUD mandates communities do the PIT
count to be eligible for money for programs that
address homelessness.

Here’s a demographic glance at those sur-
veyed in Marion and Polk counties:

❚ 1,027 were white (84 percent) 

Count shows snapshot 
of Salem-area homeless

Clarissa, 28, right, answers survey questions from volunteers Carli Cohen and Jerry Steven during the “Point in Time” homeless count outside her
tent, where she lives with her fiancee and four dogs along Highway 22 east of Lancaster Road SE in Salem. ANNA REED/STATESMAN JOURNAL

‘Point in Time’ survey looks at big picture to answer who, where, why
Capi Lynn
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOMELESS, Page 4A

Christa Hensley, a rent education coordinator
with ARCHES, files paperwork with a client for
the “Point in Time” homeless count on Jan. 31.
LAUREN HERNANDEZ/STATESMAN JOURNAL

4 out, 9 remain in the cave: World
watches Thailand rescue mission. 1B

‘LipSyncChallenge’

Salem PD joins a nationwide lip-sync
battle among public safety officers. 3A

Weather

High 81° ❚ Low 53°
Pleasant. Forecast, 8C

UNDER
40K!

Salem 503-581-2411 Keizer 503-463-4853skylineforddirect.com

MILITARY BONUS CASH*

for all Active Military, Reservists, Retirees
& Veterans regardless of separation date!

* Available on purchase or lease of any new and
eligible 2017/2018/2019 Ford vehicle. Not available

on the Focus RS, Mustang Shelby® GT350/
GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT and Raptor.
Limit 5 purchases or leases. US residents only.
Must take new retail delivery by 7/9/18. See

Skyline Ford for complete details.

$750Plus an
additional
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Serving Salem Since 1962

$39,434
STARTING AT

NEW '18 FORD

F-250
SUPER DUTY

SUPERCREW

SRW XL

4WD

NEW '18 FORD

4X4 302A

$36,895
*MSRP $46,895 Sale price $42,895 after Skyline Discount
$4,000. Final Price $36,895 after $1,750 Manufacturer
Rebate, $2,750 Bonus Cash, $500 Select Inventory Bonus
Cash $500 and $1,000 Trade Assist. Plus license, title &
documentation fee $413 and applicable taxes. 1 at this
price. Vin#D46006, Stk#182841. Must trade '95 or newer.
On approved credit. Expires 7/9/18. Subject to prior sale.
Art is for illustration only.

2018

STARTING AT

F-150
SUPERCREW

4X4 302A

*MSRP $46 895 Sale price $42 895 after Sk line Disco nt

$10K
OFF MSRP!

*MSRP $43,760
Sale price $40,934
after Skyline Discount
$2,826. Final Price
$39,434 after $1,000 Manufacturer
Rebate, $500 Ford Motor Credit. Plus license, title &
documentation fee $413 and applicable taxes. 1 at this
price. Vin#C08508, Stk#183050. Must finance through
Ford Motor Credit. On approved credit. Expires 7/9/18.
Subject to prior sale. Art is for illustration only.

A wildfire on the California and Ore-
gon border has now burned 30,500
acres and destroyed 72 structures and
continued out of control Sunday.

Firefighters said they had the Klam-
athon Fire in northern Siskiyou County
25 percent contained and good humid-
ity overnight helped slow its progress.

The blaze, however, continues to
burn to the southeast and into the
Klamath National Forest, fire officials
said.

Bill Murphy, public information offi-
cer with Cal Fire, said much of the fire is
burning in steep terrain, making access
difficult for firefighters. Dry fuel in the
timber remained a concern as well, he
said. 

Another 810 structures are threat-
ened, including 600 homes in the rural
areas of Hornbrook, Hilt and Colestin.

As of Saturday night, the Klamathon
blaze had forced 750 people to evacuate.
Hydropower facilities at Iron Gate Res-
ervoir and Copco Lake are also threat-
ened by the fire, as well as the Central 

Klamathon Fire grows to 30,500 acres

Smoke from the Klamathon Fire billows skyward Friday as the blaze races toward
the California-Oregon state line. GREG BARNETTE/RECORD SEARCHLIGHT

Border blaze just 25 percent contained
Damon Arthur and Amber Sandhu
Redding Record Searchlight
USA TODAY NETWORK

See FIRE, Page 4A
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Cleaning Services

ûûûûûûûûûûûûû

Housekeeping

MAID FOR YOU  
μ Locally Owned

μ Serving the Greater Salem Area
μ Experienced μ Licensed

μ Insured 

503-391-4213
Background Checks on All

Employees

BLINDS & DRAPES

Blinds  4 You Direct
μ Blinds μ μ μ  

μFREE Measuring

μFREE Consultation

μFREE In Home Service

μNEED Repairs

CALL TODAY!

È (971) 719-7119   

UP TO 75% OFF!
www.blinds4youdirect.com

WP DRYWALL

INTERIORS
25 Years of Experience

∂ Hang Tape Texture

∂You Hang, I Tape

∂ Popcorn Removal, Retexture

r FREE ESTIMATES q

Call Bill 7 Days a Week

(541) 570-3333
 û Small Jobs are my Specialty û

CCB#191054

King and King Inc.
μ Siding

μ Windows

μ Roofing - all Types

μ Fences &  Decks

Angie’s List Superior Service Award

’09, ’10, ’11, ’12, ’13

SENIOR AND VET

DISCOUNTS

503-393-3808

Lic. Bonded. Insured. CCB #156438

HAL/MARK INC.
∂Landscape Maintenance ùResiden-

tial &Commercial Landscape Needs

ùCleanups ùBark Dust ùAerating

Thatching ùWeed Control for Lawns

& Flower Beds ùYearly Contracts

 ∂Free Estimates

A Christian Company

That Cares

Call

503-390-4426

halmarkinc.com

μSprinkler System Inst & Repairs

μLandscape Maintenance

μNew Lawn (Sod or Seed)

μPavers & Water Features

μOne Time Clean Ups & Much More!!

Free Estimates

(503)391-8029

www.greenwayscapes.com

LCB #6329 CCB #167774

Nice Yard Company

Paver Concrete Retaining Walls. 

Fences, Shrub/Hedge Trimming,

Sod Installs, Reseeding, Weeding,

Thatching, Aerating, Barkdust,

Sprinkler Systems, Cleanup &

Debris removal.

 

- Senior Discounts

- Free Estimates

503-390-4421
One-time Yard Work & Wkly Maint.
LCB #9015 Lic. Bonded CCB #93669

 Visit us Online

μ One-Time Yard Clean-ups or Year-Round
μ Bark Dust & Compost Application
μ Lawn Mowing & Edging
μ Pruning & Trimming   μ Leaf Clean-up
μ Branches, other yard debris disposal

     FREE ESTIMATES     
503-798-8866

    cruzyardcare@gmail.com

∂Personal Service Since 1988 and

One time clean ups

∂Mowing, Edging, Weed Control,

Barkdusting, Pressure Washing, Vi-

nyl Fence Cleaning, Deck and Fence

Cleaning.

Weekly or Biweekly Services

503-393-2812

JPsLawn88@gmail.com - Free Est.

If I don’t do it, I know a guy who does!

A. ELIE’S PAINTING

& CONSTRUCTION CO

∂ Kitchen/Bath Remodels ∂ Decking

New or Repairs ∂ Texture & Drywall

Repair ∂ Siding, Tile & MORE...

r Free Estimates q

Fully Insured - CCB #202316

ûNo Job Too Small - Since 1980û

(503) 900-0006

FINDING WORK 
SHOULDN’T BE WORK.

Get started by visiting

jobs.usatoday.com

Obituaries

LAS VEGAS, NV - Dale
Grover passed away
on May 23, 2018, in
Las Vegas at the age of
88. Burial was held in
Beatty, NV.

Dale was born in
Portland on Nov. 6,
1929. He was an Army
veteran, a water well
driller, a farmer, and
worked with the Nye
County Sheriff Dept
and Roads Dept. In his
retirement he enjoyed
taking care of his fish
pond, feeding his birds
and spending time with
his family.

Dale will be lovingly
remembered by his
longtime companion
Mary Hinchman, his
children Londa Groah
(Ed), Roger (Cris),
Terry (Sylvia) and Sjon
Grover, his siblings
Mayme Hall and Gloria
Clark and his 11 grand-
children, and many
great-grandchildren.

Please join us in cel-
ebrating Dale’s life on
Sat. July 14 from 12-
3pm with a BBQ Pot-
luck at the home of
Londa and Ed Groah.
Email lllonda@yahoo.
com for details.

Dale Grover

Oregon and Pacific Rail-
road lines.

The fire started about
12:30 p.m. Thursday just
southeast of Hornbrook
and it quickly raced out of
control, pushed by hot,
dry wind.

One person was killed
in the fire and three fire-
fighters have been in-
jured. One firefighter with
the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection was hospital-
ized with serious burns to
his face after flames over-

ran the fire engine he was
on, officials said.

Siskiyou County Sher-
iff Jon Lopey said Satur-
day deputies were also
searching for some peo-
ple who remained unac-
counted for.

Fire officials said the
cause of the fire is still un-
der investigation, but on
Thursday the California
Highway Patrol said on
its website that someone
reported starting a fire
that got out of control.

The fire continues to
burn in the direction of
habitat for threatened
species living in the Cas-
cade-Siskiyou National
Monument and Soda

Mountain Wilderness,
officials said.

Facilities used to pro-
vide water to Yreka and
Hornbrook are also in the
path of the flames, offi-
cials said.

The blaze crossed into
Oregon, but by Saturday
afternoon, much of the
fire that had pushed
across the state line just
east of Interstate 5 had
died down and began
burning south again, said
Melissa Cano, public in-
formation officer with the
Oregon Department of
Forestry.

Some evacuation or-
ders had been issued in
some communities in

Southern Oregon, includ-
ing Jackson and Ashland.

Two evacuation cen-
ters remain open for fire
victims at Jackson Street
Elementary School in
Yreka and Ashland High
School in Ashland, Ore-
gon.

Small animals can be
taken to Jackson Street
Elementary School and
large animals to the Siski-
you Golden Fair grounds
at 1712 Fairlane Road in
Yreka.

As of Sunday morning,
evacuation orders were
issued for:

❚ The communities of
Hornbrook, Hilt, Colestin
and around Iron Gate

Reservoir.
❚ Klamath River Com-

munity Estates east of
Black Mountain to Desa-
vado Road, south of Cop-
co and Ager Beswick
roads.

❚ East Iron Gate Reser-
voir Estates in areas
south of the reservoir,
Copco Road, north of Ag-
er and Beswick roads,
west of Desavato Road
and east of Snackenbury
Creek.

❚ In the Copco Lake
area, evacuations were
ordered for Jenny and Fall
creeks, south of the Ore-
gon state line, north of
Copco Road and west of
Topsey Grade.

Fire
Continued from Page 1A

❚ 483 were female (40
percent) 

❚ 164 were children un-
der 18 (13 percent)

❚ 292 had a serious
mental illness (24 per-
cent)

❚ 316 had a substance
abuse disorder (26 per-
cent)

❚ 619 were unsheltered
(51 percent)

❚ 452 were chronically
homeless (37 percent)

The percentage of
chronically homeless in-
dividuals stood out for
Kellie Battaglia, client ser-
vices manager for Salem
Housing Authority.

“While we knew it from
the Coordinated Entry as-
sessment data, it is still a
startling high number to
see in the PIT data,” she
said.

Salem Housing Author-

ity uses PIT count data to
help develop and evaluate
homeless programs and
services and make deci-
sions about future afford-
able housing projects.

The design of the
Homeless Rental Assis-
tance Program (HRAP),
which is administered by
Salem Housing Authority
and funded primarily by
the city, was selected be-
cause it was deemed best
suited to address the
needs of the chronically
homeless population.

HUD defines a chroni-
cally homeless individual
as someone with a dis-
abling condition who has
been continuously home-
less for a year or more or
has had at least four epi-
sodes of homelessness in
the past three years.

“They’re the most vul-
nerable and cost the com-
munity most of its re-
sources,” said Jones,
whose agency helps vet
HRAP clients. “They’re the
ones going to the hospital.
They’re the ones going to
jail. They’re ones ODOT
has to clean up after.”

To date, HRAP has
housed 65 chronically
homeless individuals in
Salem with a 95 percent
retention rate, 10 percent-
age points better than the
national rate, according to
Jones.

“The model is work-
ing,” he said. “We just
need to stay the course.”

Rapid re-housing con-
tinues to be an important
local tool in serving the
homeless. It provides
short-term rental assis-
tance and services, help-
ing people increase self-
sufficiency and stay
housed.

Research shows rapid
re-housing puts people in
a better position to ad-
dress other challenges
that may have led to their
homelessness, such as

obtaining employment or
addressing substance
abuse issues.

Since last July, Jones
said, the Community Ac-
tion Agency program
ARCHES has helped
house 300 households
with more than 650 indi-
viduals.

Local programs are
making an impact on the
homeless crisis, but the
hope is that a more accu-
rate PIT count like the one
in 2018 will open the door
for more funding.

Jones’ team begins
planning this month for
the next count in January
2019.

One focus will be on the
unsheltered rate, the per-
cent of homeless sleeping
in cars or camping outside
as opposed to a shelter. It
was 6 percent lower in
Marion and Polk counties
than for all of Oregon,

which Jones said has the
third-highest unsheltered
rate in the country at 57
percent.

Better survey efforts in
rural areas such as Falls
City, northern Polk Coun-
ty, the canyon between
Stayton and Detroit, and

the triangle between Sil-
verton, Mt. Angel and
Woodburn could have
made up the difference.

“Most people describe
the homeless problem as
fundamentally unsolv-
able, and it’s never going
to all go away,” Jones said.

“But we can dramatically
reduce it through smart
and targeted resources.”

clynn@Statesman-
Journal.com, 503-399-
6710, or follow on Twitter
@CapiLynn and Facebook
@CapiLynnSJ.

Homeless
Continued from Page 1A

Moises Ramos, 28, helps Jason Kistner file paperwork for the “Point in Time” homeless count at the Union
Gospel Mission men’s shelter in Salem on Jan. 31. Ramos was one of 10 UGM staff members who conducted
the mission’s portion of the homeless count. LAUREN HERNANDEZ/STATESMAN JOURNAL

Runaway and
Homeless
Youth
Coordinator
Ashley Shaw
goes through
the “Point in
Time” survey
with a youth
outside the
HOME Youth &
Resource
Center in
Salem. CONNOR

RADNOVICH/

STATESMAN

JOURNAL


